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On the Development and Prospect of Sino-Arabian Sister Cities

JIA Ling

Abstract  Sister cities are local governments’ important platforms for foreign relations and key
channels for communication and cooperation among cities in different countries, and it is also a kind of
main form of city diplomacy and local governmental diplomacy. The basic construction principles of
Sino-Arabian sister cities include five aspects, and it experienced three phrases since 1973. Now, the
development of Sino-Arabian sister cities are characterized by small in number and poor in content,
slow in speed and uneven in distribution, which due to the reasons of communication, situation, current
conditions, political achievements and barriers. In all, there are till broad prospects of development for
Sino-Arabian sister cities. Chinese government should give impetus to the work of sister cities with
special measures so as to promote Sino-Arabian friendship better.

Key Words Sister Cities; Sino-Arabian Friendship; Political and Cultural Diplomacy; Local

Governmental Diplomacy; Sino-Arabian Relations
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