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US Response to Arab Revolt: The “Obama Doctrine”

Perspective

SUN Degang

Abstract: This paper probes the US policy towards the Arab Revolt from the
perspective of “the Obama Doctrine”, which can be characterized by the following
attributes. Militarily, Washington is cautious to use military force so as to prevent
another war against an Islamic country like Iraq and Afghanistan. Hence, it attempts
to arm Arab opposition forces to overthrow the authoritarian regimes with a lower
cost. Politically, America makes use of its “smart power” and requests European and
Arab allies to act as the “staunch pioneers” to maintain US leadership in the Middle
East from the behind. Diplomatically, the Obama administration adheres to
agenda-setting rights and let UN Human Rights Commission and other IGOs and
NGOs to serve the US interest. Overall, the US takes advantage of multi-facet tools
to promote regime change in the anti-American countries, while maintaining regime
stability in the pro-American countries.

Key Words: Arab Revolt; US Middle East Policy; the Arab World; Middle East
Politics; Big Powers and the Middle East
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