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The Iraq War and Public Participation in China’s
Middle East Policy

WANG Jing

Abstract  The Iraq War provided an opportunity for public participation in
China’s Middle East foreign policy. The participating groups were broadened
unprecedentedly, the channels of participation expanded comprehensively, the
expression of different views began to emerge, the public actively offered their
advice and suggestions for the foreign policy, and more importantly, the public
opinions became the background support and factors of reference to the diplomatic
institutions’ external expansion of the national assertion. The public element is
becoming an important aspect of China’s consideration for its Middle East
diplomacy. But its influence which is developing now is still limited and it played
more the role of reference and constraints. :

Key Words  Public Participation; China’s Middle East Policy; Iraq War; the

Decision-making of Diplomacy; Public Opinion
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