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The Evolution of the Functions of the Mosque in the Middle East

WU Bingbing

Abstract The most important pattern of Islamic architecture is considered to be the mosque, whose
functions have witnessed a continuous evolution in the history. In the medieval times, the mosque was
the core of the life of Muslims, for it developed social, political, and cultural functions on the basis of its
religious function. In modern times, the mosque has been executing stronger functions of maintaining
and strengthening the national identity, providing emotional and social support, and mass mobilization.
All these functions have been further developed in the era of globalization to deal with various problems,
such as the threatened national identity of Islamic countries, the economic structural adjustment, and the
large-scale transnational migration.

Key Words Mosque; Social Function; National Identity; Globalization; Islamic Culture
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