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The Latest Edition of History of the Arabs: Prefaces and Postscript

MA Zhixue

Abstract  In 1979, the Chinese version of History of the Arabs, written by Philip K. Hitti, an
outstanding American Middle East study master, was published for the first time by the Commercial
Press, which filled the gap in China’s academic research them. Three Decades later, A new Chinese
edition of the 750 thousand-word-long masterpiece, based on late Ma Jian’s translation, has been
republished in July 2008.The latest edition is of great significance not only to academic studies and
research, but also to a more accurate and overall understanding of the profound history and culture of
Arab nation.
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