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A Cognitive Analysis of the Difference of Sino-U.S. Middle East Policy

JIN Liangxiang

Abstract In real international politics, some of the international clashes are actually not the result of
competition for interests but the differences between cognitions. Different cultural backgrounds produce
different attribution patterns. Some of the differences between China and the U.S. regarding their Middle
East policy are results of different attribution patterns. China emphasizes external causes, while the U.S.
emphasizes internal causes. This paper deals with two cases: terrorism and the behavior of Sudan
government regarding the Darfur issue.

Key Words  Attribution Theory; Cultural Background; Cognitions; Terrorism; Darfur Crisis
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