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Civil Islam, Moderate Muslims and Their Role in US
Diplomacy
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Abstract  Civil Islam as a key term of international politics in the post-9/11 era, it
firstly reflects the internal change of social structure in Muslim countries. Indonesia
and Turkey are two important cases. With the largest Muslim population in the
world, Indonesian politics is characteristic of secular nationalism, based on
Pancasila promoted by Soekarno, and developed through the New Order regime of
Soeharto. Turkey is a model of Islamic democracy. Under the legacy of Kemalist
secularism, the political Islam arose due to economic development and political
reform since the 1950s. The AKP won the general elections in 2002 and 2007, which
became a miracle of world politics. Both Indonesia and Turkey provide us an
alternative model of political Islam, different from the dominant image of violence
and terror in the Middle East. At last, liberal or moderate Islam is also part of the US
international strategy in the post-9/11 world.

Key Words  Civil Islam; Indonesia; Turkey; US Diplomacy

97



