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The Economic and Trade Cooperation Between

China and Saudi Arabia

LIU Lei

Abstract Although the economic and trade cooperation between China and Saudi Arabia started late,
it has a broad space for development. Saudi Arabia has become China's largest trading partner in the
West Asia and Africa, while China is Saudi Arabia’s second largest importer and fourth largest export
market. Saudi Arabia is one of the ideal markets for China’s “going out” strategy, and is also the key
window for Chinese enterprises to develop the Gulf market. The current economic and trade cooperation
between the two countries is characterized as: the cooperation is comprehensive and growing rapidly;
bilateral trade is complementary; import and export developments are not balanced; mutual investment
starts. With the strengthening of friendly relations between the two countries, and sustainable economic
development in both countries, bilateral economic and trade relations will enter a new stage of
development.

Key Words China and Saudi Arabia; Economic and Trade Cooperation; Gulf Economy; China’s
Foreign Policy to the Middle East
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