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Preliminary Assessment of Turkey’s Africa

Strategy and Policy

Zhang Chun

Abstract: It’ s a misunderstanding that it was the “Opening up to Africa” poli-
cy that contributed to the recent rapid development of the Turkey — Africa rela—
tions. The fact that this policy was not implemented until 2005 proves that the behind
strategic thinking is the real force. As one part of the broader neighbor regions ~ Afri—
ca has a lower priority in Turkish foreign strategy comparing to EU and US. Thus
it is centered by soft power building for promoting the comprehensive relations
which can indirectly contribute to enhance Turkey’ s leverages when facing EU and
US. With total mobilization and combination of governmental and civil society organi—
zations  with soft power as the leading force Turkey has been leveling up political
linkages improving economic interdependence and deepening mutual understand-
ings with Africa. And these have laid valid foundation for a long — term sustainable
Turkey — Africa relationship.

Key Words: International relations; Turkey — Africa relations  “Opening up

to Africa” policy
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