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Economic Polarization in the Islamic World

ZHANG Mei

Abstract Economic activities are the essential parts of the Islam. To certain degrees, Islam
facilitates economic development. Nevertheless, the economic development in the Islamic World cannot
simply be interpreted by the Western theories. Instead, an array of complex factors contributes to
economic polarization in the Islamic World, including the unequal distribution of natural resources,
differences in economic structure, uneven productivity, low efficiency in state-owned enterprises, the
role of government and geo-political factors. Based on their own situations, countries in the Islamic
world endeavour to seek for a new path of development in the globalisation age, so as to narrow the gaps
of economic development and achieve sustainable development.

Key Words Islamic Economic Thoughts; Economic Polarisation; the Islamic World; the Middle

East Economy
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