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China’ s Consular Protection Mechanism:
A Case Study of Libya Evacuation

Xia Liping

Abstract: In recent years owning to the increasing number of overseas Chi—
nese enterprises and nationals the issue of consular protection is more and more
outstanding and a set of relevant mechanisms has been established. However the
effectiveness and insufficiency of these mechanisms and ways to improve them de—
serve careful analysis. Libya Evacuation which happed during February and March
2011 provided a good sample for case study. This paper analyses the running of Chi-
na’ s consular protection mechanisms including prevention mechanism and emergency
response mechanism in the evacuation and finds that there are still some weak
points in the former but high effectiveness of the latter in a large degree made
up for the former’ s weakness and Chinese enterprises especially SOE played a vi—
tal role in the whole process setting up a good example for overseas Chinese enter—
prises to follow in the future. All of these have important implications regarding how
to improve China’ s consular protection mechanism.

Key Words: Consular Protection; Security of Overseas Citizens; Libya;

Overseas Chinese Enterprises
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