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The Development of Arab Civilians in Israel and Their Political
Consciousness

YANG Yang

Abstract After the sixty-one anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel, Arab civilians in
Israel still have not been integrated into the Israeli society absolutely, though their social status and
living conditions have already been improved greatly. The dual characteristics of Israel as democratic
and Jewish country determined that the policy toward its Arab civilians is equality in surface and
deprivation, depression, discrimination, segregation and differentiation in fact. The national
consciousness of Arab civilians experienced several stages of development, overcame the initial
confusion and perplex, aimed at the equal status and rights in the framework of Israel, proposed the
explicit future vision, and challenged the Zionism which was national ideology of Israel. Facing the
reasonable requests of Arab civilians and including them in the framework of nation-state building in
Israel, will not only affect the stability and development of Israel, but also have an important impact on
the future nation-building process of Palestine and the trend of relationship between Israel and Palestine.
Key Words  Arab Civilians in Israel; Arab-Jewish Relations; Political Consciousness; Arab-Israeli

Relations
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