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An Analysis on Iran - Hamas Relations

Chen Tianshe

Abstract: Iran — Hamas relations originated in early 1990s. Iran provided polit-
ical, moral, financial, and even military support to Hamas. Although Iran and Ha-
mas have established strategic alliance, they are unequal and the status of each oth-
er’ s importance in their eyes are different. The reason that the strategic relations
were formed lies in four factors. Firstly, Hamas was considered by Iran as an impor-
tant part of its idea about setting up a regional alliance. Secondly, a lot of common
policies served as the basis of the strategic alliance between them. Thirdly, Iran -
PLO relations have deteriorated. Lastly, Iran had the intention to export Islamic revo-
lution. In conclusion, the strategic alliance between Iran and Hamas were based on
the realistic interests of both sides, but it aggravated the internal contradiction of Pal-
estine, which was disadvantageous to the resolution of Palestine Question. Ever since
the Arab upheaval occurred in early 2011, no evidence showing any change of this
alliance, but there are signs that Hamas is trying to keep away from Iran.
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