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The Impact of Alliance Learning on Subsequent Competitions:
The Role of Network Embeddedness
CHEN Xiao-lin

Abstract: While previous papers have studied the effect of strategic alliances
on future cooperation, this paper explores the impact of alliances on firm’ s sub-
sequent competitions in the non-alliance field. This study integrates alliance learn-
ing and social network perspectives to explore how exploratory alliances and ex-
ploitative alliances result in subsequent competitions in product markets. That is
to say, the more the exploratory index in alliance learning, the more intense of
competition in subsequence product market. Furthermore, this paper further stud-
ies the moderating effects of firm’ s network embeddedness (relational embedded-
ness). The results find that strong ties of two partners have positive moderating

effect between alliance learning and subsequence competition.
Keywords: Exploratory alliance; Exploitative alliance; Relational embedded-

ness; Competition
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How to Maintain Our Nation’s trade and Investment Security in Africa and
the Middle East in Legal Framework
LIANG Xi-yue

Abstract: In recent years, increasingly close economic and trade relations
have been built between China and Africa, the countries of the Middle East, and
in the past three years, bilateral trade volume is close to or more than one hun-
dred billion U.S. dollars. However, there is unrest in the political situation of Af-
rica and the Middle East, and the legal protection is not perfect, so Chinese
trade and investment activities with them have shown some unstable characteris-
tics, facing with high investment risk and not optimistic trade security environ-
ment. Therefore, how to maintain the trade and investment security of Chinese en-
terprises in Africa and the Middle East in legal framework, to expand bilateral
trade space, will be the main contents of this paper.

Keywords: legal framework; Africa; Middle East; Trade and investment secu-
rity
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