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The ASEAN-GCC Relation since the Middle East
Upheaval

NIU Song

Abstract Arab upheaval plays impressive impacts on integrated configuration
and the status of Arab Plate in international system. The transition of Arab world
speeded up GCC’s way to Arab royal community, and the democratization process
of ASEAN and its members. Faced with the strategic trend from sub-regional power
in Gulf to regional power in the Middle East of GCC, ASEAN strengthens the
cooperation at political and economic levels with it; meanwhile, GCC brings
ASEAN in transition as its important strategic target which is an integral part of
GCC'’s diplomatic strategy towards big powers. In all, mutual political cooperation is
lagging behind the economic and trade cooperation, and ASEAN-GCC FTA is still
the primary objective in the future.

Key Words Arab Upheaval and Transition; ASEAN; GCC; Democratization;
Political and Economic Cooperation
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