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INGOs and Non-traditional Security

LI Kaisheng & PANG Lei

Abstract  Because of focusing on non-military and non-political security of
non-state actors, the non-traditional security studies (NTSS) has been in a dilemma
namely who safeguards the non-traditional security (NTS)? Although states are still
the main actors in international society, they aren’t suitable for NTS. Firstly, states
have to be responsible to national interests so that they couldn’t pay enough
attention to the security of non-state actors. Secondly, in a lot of NTS issues
especially human security issues, it is usually states themselves to destroy security.
As for inter-governmental organizations (IGOs), they have been in a similar
dilemma because they are controlled by states. In the contrast, international
non-governmental organizations (INGOs) are founded on the base of the willing of
people beyond national borders and take on the characteristics of public interests and
soft governance, thus become natural promoters of NTS. The limitation of INGOs is
that its capability, effectiveness and legitimacy maybe not so strong so that it
couldn’t take care of NTS without the help from states. So, only in an architecture of
security governance assembled the role of INGOs, state and 1GOs, NTS will be
further safeguarded.

Key Words  INGOs; NTS; Security Governance
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