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Sectarianism in Middle East Politics

WANG Yujie

(Ph.D, professor, Institute of World Religions, China Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract The emergence of sects in Islam related to the political claim of certain
groups, and it also had its influence on political development of later Caliphate
states. In contemporary world, especially after the Iranian Islamic Revolution, the
influence of sectarianism in Middle East politics has been increasing. Some people
even believe the political unrest of Arab world since 2010 is an evidence of
dichotomy between Sunni and Shi’a. This paper examines sectarianism elements in
Middle East politics, and demonstrates religion is neither the key reason of Middle
East political disorder, nor a panacea to cure it. If the sectarianism is taken as the
main source of current political unrest, it will make “millenary struggle between
Sunni and Shi’a” a self-fulfilled prediction.
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