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Religion and Saudi Arabia’s Diplomacy: Strategy,
Institution and Action

TU Yichao

(Ph.D, Assistant Professor, Center for American Studies, Fudan University)

Abstract  Based on its unique Islamic heritage and rich oil wealth, Saudi Arabia
has devoted itself to spreading the Wahhabi Islam in order to be the spiritual
homeland of all Muslims in the world to gain the state legitimacy and reinforce its
power in the world since 1960s. Via conventional and public diplomacy Saudi
Arabia established and stewards the international institutions of Islamic states and
international Islamic NGOs, also guides and funds the development and global
expansion of Wahhabi Islam which have direct and indirect impact upon
conventional and unconventional security worldwide. Since 1990s, many countries
have kept high alert on the negative effect of the deep integration of Saudi religion
and diplomacy. The religious diplomacy of Saudi Arabia is in the transition period
for adjustment and new balance confined by the evolution of Saudi religion-state
relations in the process of Saudi modernization and democratization, the U.S.
Middle East strategy, and the religious and denominational conflicts in Middle East
and other Muslim states in the context of democratization.
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