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The Middle East Regional Geopolitics at the Beginning
of the 21st Century

JIN Liangxiang

Abstract The US became the unique super power after the Cold War, and the
Middle East reasonably turned into a region dominated by the US and divided into
the two camps of pro-American and anti-American forces. The beginning of the 21
century witnessed the relative decline of the US, the two counter-terrorism wars and
“Arab Spring” as well, which all had facilitated the transformation of regional
geopolitical structure. The US no longer has the capability to dominate regional
affairs in the Middle East, and the newly emerging powers have collectively become
a balance against the US in the issues like humanitarian intervention. Regional
powers are taking advantages of the opportunity to expand their roles while
competing for influences. Conflicts between Sunnis and Shias are becoming more
and more intensive.

Key Words  The Middle East Geopolitics; Established Powers; Emerging Powers,

Regional Powers; Religious Geopolitics
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