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Kurdish Problem from the Perspective of Turkey’s

Application to Join the European Union

Zheng Dongchao

Abstract: Kurdish problem is one of the obstacles in the process of Turkey’s
application to join the European Union. Since the 1990s the EU constantly points
out how Turkey treat domestic kurds will affect its joining the EU. There is disloca—
tion between Turkey and the EU in understanding Kurdish problem. The EU believes
the way of Turkey in dealing with Kurdish ethnic tensions is inappropriate and that
Turkey has committed human rights violations  which make it fail to meet the stand—
ards of joining the EU. Turkey does not admit Kurdish problem existing in its country
and defines it as a separatist or terrorist. Currently the Principles of Kemal ( which
involve the goal of creating a homogeneous nation — state) used by Turkey as a guid—
ing ideology in its internal and external behaviour are the bottleneck of thought in
solving Turkey’ s Kurdish problem.

Key Words: Turkey’s diplomacy; European Union; Kurdish Problem; Hu-
man Rights
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