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The Academic Course and Spirit of Islamic Studies in China

—from Wang Daiyu to Ma Jian

DING Jun

Abstract Arab-Islamic culture studies are the most important academic tradition of Chinese
Muslims. During several centuries, from the sage Wang Daiyu (about 1584~1670) to Prof. Ma Jian
(1906~1978) , generation after generation, Chinese Muslim scholars devoted themselves to the
construction of Chinese Islamic thought system and the facilitation of interchange between Islamic
culture and Chinese culture. They not only have been working hard in Islamic studies circle, but also
made outstanding contributions and got some great achievements in the circle. Without doubt, to sum up
and carry on this great academic tradition is very significant for our Arab-Islamic studies and dialogue
between cultures today.
Key Words  Islamic Studies; Arab-Islamic Studies; Academic Spirit; Wang Daiyu; Ma Jian
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