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Arab-Islamic Culture from the Perspective of Francis Burdon

SHI Yunlong

Abstract Sir Richard Francis Burton, an English explorer, linguist and anthropologist, wrote
the world famous work “Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage to Al-Madinah and Meccah” after his
pilgrim as an “inborn” Muslim, recording his observation of the holy land in the east, his description
of the Eastern knowledge, theory, system and objects, and his study of the Eastern experience,
perception, customs, manners and ways of life. His observation and study are filled with his
ontological cultural ideas, and his demonstration of the Eastern Muslim holy land must occur after
his western digestion of the holy land.

Key Words Islam; Civilization of Holy Cities; Imperialist Scholar, Sir Burdon
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