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The Analysis of Political Opportunity Theory on the
Peace-building Process of Post-Conflict Sudan

ZHU Xiaoli

Abstract  Since the late 20th century, ethno-religious conflict has increasingly
become a hot issue in international politics, encouraged work on the dynamics of
religious conflict. The political opportunity theory provides a useful analytical
framework for this research, which try to show how changes in some aspect of a
political system create political opportunity for violent conflicts between different
religious groups and, otherwise, for their peace work. Sudan’s civil war is a good
case. After the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in January
2005, various religious groups promoted their peace-building programs in an open
and changeful political environment, however, during this process, opportunities
open for the religious actors to take a contentious attitude rather than compromise
one. Therefore, the peacekeeping work of religious actors deepen the gap between
North and South, and finally lead to the split of the Republic of the Sudan in 2011.
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