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On Islamic Neo-Platonism

WU Yan

Abstract Islamic Neo-Platonism is a kind of philosophy which was built and developed in the
process of Arabic scholars’ translation of the archaic Greek philosophy. Al-Kindi, Al-Farabi, Al-Razi, Ibn
Sina and Ibn Bajjah and other important philosophers had their own very personalized, special angle
observing and creating theories in “the first” “the soul” and “the person”. They expressed some
collective characters; paid more attention to logos, studied the relationship between it and non-logos and
their influence; through the culture and the perfection of soul and construct the relations between beings
and social environment. These also could represent the compromise and unison between religion and
philosophy. In a word, it means a kind of study to set up a new way to connect two kinds of philosophies
between the east and the West.

Key Words Neo-Platonism; Islamic Neo-Platonism; Islamic Philosophy
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