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U.S. Iran Policy Since the New Century
YUE Hanjing

Abstract: During the years that the GW.Bush administration was in power, the
Afghanistan war, the Iraq war and the Iran nuclear issue constituted the specific
background of the American-Iranian relations during the time of the G.W.Bush
administration. Based on the series of concrete Iran policies carried out against this
background by the G.-W.Bush administration, we can draw the following conclusions
that the core goal of the Bush administration’s Iran polices was Iran’s suspending its
nuclear enrichment activities, and that the ultimate goal of the administration’s Iran
policies was regime change in Iran. The Obama administration’s first year in office
saw no great changes in the background of American-Iranian relations but the
growing impact of the internal financial crisis on America’s foreign policy, so during
this time the Obama administration’s Iran policies were of no great difference from
that of the Bush administration’s in terms of the goals and limiting factors, but
changed to some degree in the means to reach the goals, which was especially
shown in its engagement policy toward Iran. With the engagement policy’s not
working and the later impact of its withdrawal of forces from Iraq, the Middle East
upheaval, the accelerated eastward move of America’s strategic gravity, the Obama
administration gradually went back even in the means to reach the goals to the old
ways of coercive diplomacy carried out by the GW.Bush administration and went
even farther. At the same time, the Obama administration intensified the “secrete
war” against Iran.

Key words: G. W. Bush Administration; Obama Administration; U.S.; Iran; Nuclear

Issue; Regime Change

108



