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China’s Coverage of the Middle East Issues in the Past 60 Years

MA Xiaolin

Abstract Relations between China and the Middle East during the past 60 years has not only
witnessed a short and drastic historical change, but also offered a grand theme. This paper focuses on the
Chinese media’s report on the Middle East issues, especially Israeli-Palestinian conflict and puts forward
several suggestions based on the analysis of the influence of state policies and case studies of media
performance. The author points out that the Chinese media’s report on the Middle East issues can be
divided into two 30-year stages in accordance with the situation changes at home and abroad, especially
the adjustment of domestic policies. It has been stable in the first thirty years, but in the recent thirty
years, particularly in this decade, Middle East related reports shows a more obvious tendency towards
diversification, as reflected in the world view, values, foreign affairs concept and interests they present.
Despite the clear policy orientation and intervention from the government’s will and mainstream media
censorship, the conflict among public opinion, scholars, even the media practitioners themselves
becomes increasingly serious and open, sometimes even against the mainstream media. The great
ideological and emotional changes in the new situation requires serious consideration from government,
academic circles and media practitioners, particularly consideration and planning from a strategic point
of view for the adaptive challenges in the deep communication and exchange between the two sides in
the future.

Key Words China-Middle East Relations; Media’s Perspective; Reports on Israeli-Palestinian
Conflicts; The Middle East Issues; International Media
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