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On the Military Diplomacy between China and the Middle East

ZHAO Guozhong

Abstract This paper discusses the military exchange history and events since the founding of the PRC,
especially since the Bandung Conference in 1955. In 1950s and 1960s, China supported the national
liberation movements in the Middle East both in morality and material (including the military aid). With
Chinese military attaché at its embassies in the Middle East since 1956, China had achieved great
progress in diplomatic affairs and military trade, the relationship between China and Middle Eastern
countries had been significantly strengthened. As a permanent member of UN Security Council, China
has participated in UN peacekeeping operations in the Middle East, and sent naval vessels to the Gulf of
Aden to participate in convoy operations against Somali pirates.
Key Words The Middle East; Military Exchanges; China’s Military Diplomacy; Military Trade;
Peacekeeping Operations; Convoy Operations
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