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Review of the 2009 General Elections in the Middle East
TENG Haiqu & YAO Daxue

Abstract The Middle East countries such as Israel, Iran and Afghanistan held general elections in
2009. Likud in Israel regained power after four years; Conservatives in Iran continued ruling and so did
Pashtun in Afghanistan. In these elections, there exist two common characteristics: transition in social
and political development and national security threat. But due to different cultures and history these
countries have their own individual characteristics: diversity and imbalance in political development. In
addition, these elections should exert certain impact on Palestinian-Israeli peace process and Afghanistan
reconstruction.

Key Words The Middle East General Election; Social Transition; Political Development; Middle East
Politics; Election Politics
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