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On Israeli Arab Citizens’ Political Participation

WANG Yu

Abstract: Arab population comprises 20% of the total population in Israel. In the 18" Knesset (Israeli
Parliament) Elections in Feb. 2009, 13 Arabs were elected to the 120-member Knesset. This proportion
of Arab MK in the Israeli Knesset (10.8%) is much smaller than the Arab proportion in Israeli population.
The 13 Arab MKs come from different political parties: some are elected from separate Arab lists; others
belong to the Israeli Communist Party, while still others come from the Zionist Parties. During 60 years
after the establishment of the State of Israel, participation of the Arab citizens in Israeli politics
underwent two distinct changes: a qualitative and a quantitative one. In terms of their political role, the
Arabs have abandoned their erstwhile dependence on establishment parties in favor of forming
independent lists. Simultaneously, however, the rate of the Arab citizens participation in the elections has
continuously decreased, most notably during the last decade, as it reached the lowest point in history. As
Arab citizens are losing their interest in participating in Israeli politics, this weakens the power of the
left-wing political blocs, and to a certain degree has also negative impact on Israel’s domestic situation
and its politics with regard to the Middle East peace process.
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