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Analysis on the Evolution of Islamic Eschatology

WANG Guangda & CAO Yijun

Abstract  Generally speaking, religions are all concerned about a certain eschatological note with no
exception of Islam. In the aspect of religious ethics, Islam puts strong emphasis on eschatology by
ultimate means of punishing evil and promoting good in the Last Judgment. It is of great significance to
delve into Islamic Theology (Kalam) study through research on the evolution of Islamic eschatology.
Islamic eschatology is the consequence of multi-influences on the basis of splendid cultures created by
different nations throughout ancient Western Asia and North Africa, which includes the unique afterlife
idea of the ancient Egyptians as well as prevailing eschatological impact of Judaism and Christianity on
the Arabian Peninsula that time. Moreover, with the wide-spreading of Islam, “Soul Theory” of the
ancient Greek philosophy and “ethical theory” of the Islamic philosophy have both enriched the
theoretical basis and content of Islamic Eschatology.

Key Words  Islam; Eschatology; Evolution of Thought; Islamic Culture; Religious Study
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