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On the Historical Roots of the Internal Turmoil in Lebanon

PAN Guang

Abstract It is argued that politics of religious sects and their misunderstandings, rivalries among powers
and external interventions, the “divide and rule” policy adopted by the colonialists, and the Arab-Isracli
conflicts as well as the Palestinian problem are the four roots of the internal turmoil in Lebanon. These causes,
shaping and exerting their influence over a long historical process, are now interwoven into a knot
increasingly difficult to untie. In this perspective, any effective resolution of the Lebanese problem of internal
turmoil demands an achievement of the following four goals: subordination of the interests of religious sects
to the national interests; exclusion of pernicious outside interventions into the internal affairs; establishment
of equal and friendly relations between Lebanon and Syria; and normalization of the relationship between
Lebanon and Israel and a fair solution to the Palestinian problem.

Key Words the Lebanon Issue; Internal Turmoil; the Historical Roots
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