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The Concept of Ummah and the Construction of Islamic

Religious Community

WU Bingbing

Abstract  “Ummah”, one of the most important concepts in Islamic ideology, has been playing an
important role in the emergence and development of the Islamic society. Ummah was established as
the concept of Islamic religious community in the Holy Quran, and its practice during Medina
Period set an example for the following generations of Muslims. In ancient Islamic society, the
Islamic Ummah was expanded in size through the Great Conquest and empire’s Islamization, but the
separation of power, sectarian fractionalization and ethnic conflicts led to the split of the unified
Ummah. Since the beginning of modern times, the invasion and control of the West as well as the
rise of nationalism and secularism in the Islamic world have greatly stimulated the enthusiasm and
morale of the Islamic world to reconstruct the Islamic Ummah,. For this reason, they have been
trying to practice pan-Islamism, modern Islamism, and Islamic unity based on information network
in the context of globalization.
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