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On the Transition of Indo - GCC Relations
and Its Causes

Li Yibo

Abstract: In the changing post 9/11 geopolitical environment and converging
national interests, India and GCC countries have respectively adjusted the coopera-
tive policy towards each other. This paper makes a review of the evolution of India -
GCC relations during the Cold War and examines the new developments of bilateral
ties in political, economic, military and cultural spheres over the past decade. In
terms of the future trend, India’s “Look west policy” (LWP) can not simply repli-
cate its “Look East policy” (LEP) in the Gulf or the Greater Middle East, because
of the complicated regional geopolitical structure, the contradiction between India
and Pakistan, and more direct American involvement in the area.
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