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Sustainable Development in GCC States and Its Implication on China

ZHANG Mei

Abstract The members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) share similar characteristics in
their economic and social developments. Not only their economic structures are dominated by oil, but
also their unemployment rate of nationals is high. Oil revenue is the main financial source of GCC
countries. However, the oil economy is not sustainable because the formation of oil takes more than one
century. It is non-recyclable. Recognizing this deficiency, the GCC countries have implemented
economic diversification policies in order to reduce their dependence on oil wealth and work towards
sustainable development in the long term. Nevertheless, sustainable development is not limited to the
economic development, but encompasses a wider scope, including social development, environmental
protection and effective utilization of resources. This essay takes the GCC as an example to examine
main issues during the course of sustainable development, including strategies and factors affecting such
development.

Key Words GCC; Oil Economy; Economic Diversification, Energy Diversification; Sustainable
Development
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