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An Analysis of the Relationship between the Gulf Cooperation Council
States and Iran

ZHOU Hua

Abstract The member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council(GCC) and Iran are neighbors across the sea,
but closeness in geographical location has not brought a good-neighborly relationship between the two sides,
but rather it has increased the anxiety of GCC member states about Iran’s expansionist ambitions. After the
Iraq War, Iraq and the GCC were no longer joining hands to contain Iran. The situation around the Gulf has
undergone profound changes with the “rise” of Iran and the evolvement of Iran’s nuclear issue. This article
tries to analyze the strategic relationship between GCC member states and Iran as well as its possible future
trend by discussing Iran’s expansionist ambitions, the anxiety of GCC member states, the strategy of GCC
member states to contain Iran and the key points of contention between the two sides.

Key Words  Gulf Cooperation Council; Iran; the Nuclear Issue of Iran; Gulf Relations; Middle East
Security
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