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The Origin of the Modern Egyptian Enlightenment Thinker
Tahtavi’s Thought

CAI Weiliang

Abstract  In 1789, French invaded Egypt, and the "being modernized " of Egypt began. In 1816, the
Egyptian government firstly sent students to Europe, which completed the changes from "being
modernized" to "actively modernized". Tahtavi is the tutor of the first Egyptian students who studied in
France, then he changed his status as student and majored in French-Arabic translation. Tahtavi lived in
France for five years, influenced by Western culture during the period, and gradually formed his own
political views and social values. After return to Egypt, he continued the translation that introduced the
advanced Western culture, which make him become the first people who translated and introduced the
Western modern political thought in Egypt even in the whole Arab-Islamic region , his thoughts make
enormous impact in the formation of Islamic modernism. If Jamal al-Din al-Afghani is the representative
of Islamic modernism, then Tahtavi is the pioneer in the enlightenment of Islamic modern culture.

Key Words Tahtawi; Enlightenment Thinker; Political Thoughts; Social Outlook; Educational
Thoughts
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