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Religious Reform of Islam and Social Transformation in the Middle
East--A Historic View of Middle East Social Development

WANG Jing-lie

Abstract It would redound to understand the complicated status in Middle East region and grasp its
evolution trend that examines social development in Middle East from perspective of world civilization
history. Middle East has declined since modern era and still now in status of underdevelopment,
however, it had possessed refulgent history. Middle East countries have been now in a very important
period, namely “a period of transitional politics” toward modern democratic politics, after slamming
down traditional autocratic politics. Islam now is also in behindhand level comparatively, bearing so
many unreligious functions that lead the relations of politics and religion much more complicated and
confusing. The backward mode of social production cumbers development of politics, economy and
religion in Middle East countries. Then the lagged status of Islamic religion has further hindered social
development in Middle East. Therewith Islamic reform would not only realize self-perfect, but also
promote profound social changes in Middle East.

Key Words  Middle East and World Civilizations; Transformation Period; Religious Reform; Social
Transformation
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