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On the Development of Sino-Middle East Energy Relations

WU Lei

Abstract Over the past several years, with increasing dependence on oil imports from the Middle
East, the political, economic, diplomatic and strategic relationships between China and Middle East
turned into rapid developmental periods and the Middle East oil increasingly played an important role in
China’s energy security strategies, which has brought multiple challenges to Beijing. As an important
part of national foreign strategy, China’s Middle East policy needs to be reviewed and readjusted and,
the role of the Middle East in China’s foreign strategy should be upgraded and China must highlight the
importance of the energy cooperation mechanisms between both sides to help ensure China’s oil supply
security. In addition, China’s energy interest in the region has caused competition with the US and posed
a sort of threat to the West’s strategic goals and national interest, hence giving rise to energy-related
geopolitical conflicts between China and the US. Therefore, China’s policy towards the Middle East
should also balance the Beijing’s relations with the West and the US, spotlighting their common interest
in Middle East oil security and broaden areas of cooperation.

Key Words China; the Middle East; Energy Relation; Cooperation Mechanisms; Balance Policy
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