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China’s Oil Diplomacy towards Sudan:
the State-Enterprise Roles Analysis

JIANG Lu & XIAOQO Jialing

Abstract Being China’s first foray into the international oil market, the CNPC (China National
Petroleum Corporation)-Sudan project, while achieving visible success, has also aroused considerable
controversies all around the world. Especially when considering CNPC’s state-owned property, they
have witnessed plenty of conjectures as to the relations between its overseas practice and the
governmental will. Based on the CNPC-Sudan case, this article aims to study the respective role of the
CNPC and the Chinese government during the process of China’s oil diplomacy with Sudan, and explore
the influences as well as the reasons for this role pattern.

Key Words the CNPC-Sudan Project; Oil Diplomacy; State-Enterprise Roles; China and Sudan;
Sino-Africa Energy Cooperation
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