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Sino-Israeli Relations: Current Reality and Future Prospects

Aron SHAI

Abstract More than 60 years’ Sino-Israeli relations experience twists and turns. One year after the
founding of State of Israel, the People’s Republic of China was established, Israel turned to the new
regime, but the Korean War and the Bandung Conference made the relationship between Israel and
China become cool and eventually break. The ease of Sino-US relations, Israel-Egypt peace talks and
Sino-Vietnam border war provide the opportunity for the development of Sino-Israeli relations again,
and Hong Kong became the bridgehead of dual military, economic and political cooperation; the two
countries established diplomatic relations in 1992 eventually. Due to the change of Israel-Arab relations,
the American pressure on Israeli arms exports to China and China’s internal ethnic separatism, China
swifts between Israel and Islam-Arab countries with limited success in the involvement in Middle East
peace process. In the current global financial crisis, the international community recognizes the
important position of China, Israel needs new China policy which fits the era of international system
transformation.

Key Words Israel-Sino Relations; Israel’s China Policy; Military and Technological Cooperation;
Middle East Peace Process; Global Financial Crisis
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