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The Religious Perspective Analysis on the Paradox of U.S. Middle East
Policy in the Post-Cold War Era

SHEN Wenhui

Abstract After the Cold War, US adjusted its policy toward the Middle East, however the basic
approach-suppressing the Arabian world while supporting Israel is remained and its strategic goal of
controlling the Middle East is maintained. But neither has it created a safe as well as stable Israel, nor
has it controlled the Middle East effectively, i.e. there exists a paradox between its approach and
strategic goal. The main reasons are composed of the following: firstly, the US society is a religious one,
as the leading religions, Judaism along with Christianity are the basis of US moral norms as well as
values, which orientate the US diplomacy; secondly, Judaism’s unification of its religion and ethnicity
lays the foundation of American Jews’ supporting Israel, and the identity of Judaism and Christianity
leads to that most of the American citizens possess strong identity towards Israel; thirdly, American Jews
and Israeli lobbists in US make joint efforts and utilize all kinds of means to control US policy toward
the Middle East.

Key Words  US Policy Toward the Middle East; Judaism; Christianity; Religious Identity
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