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Effects and Dynamics of the Belt and Road Construction: During
the COVID-19 Pandemic (2020-2022), by Gao Fei, Vice President
and Professor at the Department of Diplomacy and Foreign Affairs
Management, China Foreign Affairs University; and Wei Jianxun, Doctoral
Student at the Department of Diplomacy and Foreign Affairs Management,
China Foreign Affairs University. Under the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, the development of the Belt and Road was faced with severe
challenges, such as declining international trade, obstructed personnel
exchanges, and volatile commodity prices, as well as competition and
obstruction from the United States and other Western countries. In the face
of difficulties, China maintained strategic resolve and firmly promoted
high-quality development of the Belt and Road. During the epidemic,
the construction of the Belt and Road made positive progress in policy
communication, infrastructure connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial
integration and people-to-people exchanges, showing great vitality
and resilience and playing a positive role in stabilizing and recovering
the world economy. The construction of the Belt and Road made great
progress despite the epidemic because it is a new type of development-
oriented globalization advocated by China and in line with the general
trend of economic globalization. In the post-COVID-19 era, high-standard,
high-efficiency, high-quality and high-resilience development of the Belt
and Road will contribute more to world peace and development.

The Evolution of Regional Landscape in the Middle East in the
Context of Major-country Strategic Competition, by Sun Degang,
Director of the Center for Middle East Studies and Senior Research Fellow
at the Institute of International Studies, Fudan University; and Zhang
Jieying, Doctoral Student at the School of International Relations and
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Public Affairs, Fudan University. Since the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis,
the global strategic competition among major powers has intensified,
promoting the evolution of regional landscape in the Middle East in terms
of security, politics, economy and development. At the security level,
major powers are less able and willing to wage proxy wars in the Middle
East, and the Middle East conflict is no longer the main global conflict.
Regional countries have seen a trend of easing relations, moving from
confrontation to dialogue, and seeking to build a new Middle East security
architecture that is more stable, balanced and beneficial to all. At the
political level, the US and Russia are locked in fierce competition for allies
and partners in the region amid the protracted Ukraine crisis, which has
made the Middle East a “new middle ground”, but most countries in the
region are reluctant to take sides between the United States and Russia. At
the energy level, the game between Russia and Europe has made Middle
Eastern countries shift from “one-sided” energy export to Asia in the past
to “East-West equal importance” in establishing cooperative relations with
energy consuming powers in Asia and Europe. At the level of science and
technology, the United States has encouraged Middle Eastern countries to
decouple from China and cut supplies, but they oppose politicization of
science and technology issues and do not want to follow the lead of the
United States.

Diversity and Competition & Cooperation: The Change of Major
Power Leadership Model in Climate Governance, by Yu Hongyuan,
Director and Senior Research Fellow at the Division of Comparative
Politics and Public Policy, Shanghai Institute for International Studies;
Zhang Xiaoran, Doctoral Student, School of Law, Shanghai University of
Finance and Economics; and Li Kunhai, Lecturer, Nanjing Tech University.
In the context of unprecedented changes unseen in a century, the
international landscape of leadership competition in climate governance
is becoming more complex. The United States and the European Union
have gained a certain first-mover advantage in the new round of climate
game and adopted a series of new climate polices to consolidate or expand
their own leadership in climate governance. Compared with other major
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