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superiority, the United States has promoted a strategic shift from “from sea to land”

“return to sea control”, prioritizing the Indo-Pacific region. As the focus of the

to
security strategy shifts from competition to deterrence, the United States, under the
guidance of the grand strategy of “integrated deterrence”, has coordinated the
national, military, technical and tactical levels of the “return to sea control” strategy
in terms of the concepts, objectives and resources, and expanded its Indo-Pacific
maritime strategy by assuming China as the main imagined enemy. The Indo-Pacific
maritime strategy, aimed at preserving sea control in the Indo-Pacific region, has
undergone continuous ideational innovation. Through strengthening the presence of
frontier forces in the Western Pacific, consolidating advantages in both asymmetrical
and traditional military strength, and mobilizing allies, the United States has actively
transferred, assimilated, and transformed resources and capabilities to advance its
strategic objectives of “return to sea control”. Assuming a posture of deterrence or
conquering, the United States has expanded and promoted the “return to sea control”
strategy, which has intensified the Indo-Pacific maritime security competition and
strategic competition between China and the United States, shaping the maritime
rules and order in the Indo-Pacific. The U.S. will continuously adjust its maritime
strategy by enhancing the efficiency of its resource acquisition and transformation,
increasing its efforts to mobilize resources from its allies, and modifying both
objectives and means for maintaining sea control. However, the prospect of the U.S,
command of the sea in the Indo-Pacific remains uncertain.

Key words: return to sea control, command of the sea, integrated deterrence. the U.

S. Indo-Pacific maritime strategy, Sino-US strategic competition

Middle Eastern Countries’ “Look East” and Their Policy Choice in China
WU Shiyao

Abstract: In the context of China’s relations with Middle Eastern countries, “look
east” is often used to refer to the policies and practices of Middle Eastern countries to
actively strengthen relations and cooperation with China. In recent years, with the
evolution and reconstruction of the regional situation in the Middle East, “look east”
has become a common foreign policy choice for regional countries. As Middle Eastern
countries differ from each other in their needs and autonomy when dealing with
China, their“look east” policies vary significantly in fields, approaches and ranges.
When a country deals with China with strategic needs and strong autonomy, its
China policy and practice can be categorized as strategic “look east”, where

cooperative relations with China, as an important component of its foreign policy and



basic strategy, are institutionalized and systemized for further strengthening
comprehensive strategic cooperation with China in various fields. When a country
deals with China with multiple and complex needs and strong autonomy. its policy
and practice towards China can be categorized as compound “look east”, that is,
focusing on enhancing national strength and international status, and actively
institutionalizing, diversifying and strengthening exchanges, coordination and
cooperation with China in specific fields concerned. When a country deals with China
with practical needs but inadequate autonomy, its policy and practice towards China
can be categorized as pragmatic “look east”, that is, maintaining and enhancing
pragmatic cooperation with China in individual fields and issues to promote national
interest. Among Middle Eastern countries, Iran and other three countries adopt a
strategic “look east” policy, Saudi Arabia and other twelve countries fall into the
category of compound “look east” and Israel adopts a pragmatic “look east” policy.
Their cases provide empirical evidence for the analytical framework and typological
division proposed by this paper. The differentiated “look east” policies of Middle
Eastern countries can produce diversified impacts on bilateral relations, regional
process and even international situation. The recent Israeli-Palestinian conflict has led
to escalation of regional turbulence, producing multiple impacts on Middle Eastern
countries’ relations with and policy choice in China.

Key words: look east, Middle Eastern countries, China policy, Israeli-Palestinian

conflict, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Israel

Digital Technologies, Power Imbalances and the Predicament of Industrial
Development in the Global South

QIN Beichen

Abstract: How to promote industrial development in the context of rapid
advancement in digital technology is a core issue in the economic modernization
process of Global South countries. Existing research mainly focuses on the impact of
digital technology on production and organizational methods, but has yet to
systematically address the power dynamics behind production activities. In fact,
recent technological changes have exacerbated power imbalances in transnational
production, thereby bringing new challenges to industrial development in the Global
South. The progress of digital technology has significantly enhanced the importance
of intangible assets (such as intellectual property rights, trademarks, and data) in
production. Given the existing international institutional environment, the progress

has thus asymmetrically empowered transnational corporations from developed
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