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The Real Landscapes and Multiple Challenges of Artificial Intelligence
in Africa
Zhang Chunyu

Abstract; Artificial intelligence ( Al) is booming at an unprecedented speed,
profoundly changing the production and life patterns of humanity and becoming a key
variable in global development. Driven by multiple stakeholders, the development,
application and governance of Al in Africa have achieved phased results. The African
Union has timely introduced the “African Continental Artificial Intelligence Strategy” ,
aiming to provide a strategic guide and action framework for the development of Al,
mobilize the strength of the entire African continent and cooperative partners, and
accelerate sustainable development. However, whether the expected goals can be
achieved depends on whether multiple challenges such as the data divide and digital
security can be overcome. These dilemmas are not unique to Africa but are common
problems faced by the Global South. The digital revolution has not only failed to
narrow the development gap between the North and the South but has instead made
the Southern countries more marginalized in the global digital landscape. Only by
uniting as one and taking coordinated actions can the Southern countries break
through the dilemmas. The high — quality construction of the “Digital Silk Road”
proposed by China has built a platform for the collective actions of the Global
South. Under this framework, China and Africa, guided by the concept of new —
quality productive forces, deepen cooperation in Al and are expected to become a
model of digital cooperation in the Global South.

Key words; Artificial Intelligence; Continental Artificial Intelligence Strategy;

data divide; Global South; China — Africa cooperation

Saudi Arabia’ s National Strategy on Artificial Intelligence: Connotation,
Practice and Challenges
Ma Wenbing & Liu Bin

Abstract; The development of a strong technological nation is of profound
significance for Saudi Arabia to achieve its “Vision 2030” and realize its economic
transformation. Among others, artificial intelligence ( Al) is the top priority for

Saudi Arabia to build global technological competitiveness. The introduction of the
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national Al strategy by the Saudi government is the result of the combined effects of
the global economic restructuring, regional homogenization competition, and the
country’ s deep transformation. Centering on the core goal of becoming a global leader
in Al, and relying on the government — led organizational operation mechanism,
Saudi Arabia is gradually advancing its national Al strategy in five priority areas:
talent cultivation, government functions, healthcare, energy industry, and
transportation and logistics in a phased manner. Under the collaborative participation
of the government, academia, and industry, Saudi Arabia, with its strong national
capital support, has focused on strategic practices in Al through early layout in
advantageous fields, strengthening domestic and international talent supply, and
increasing international cooperation, achieving remarkable results in related
fields. However, factors such as an incomplete legal system, insufficient talent
supply, and insufficient attractiveness of the industrial environment have also
affected the construction of Saudi Arabia’ s Al ecosystem. At the same time, the
digital power structure brings risks to national governance, and the technological
competition among major countries increases uncertainties, which also pose
challenges to Saudi Arabia’s Al strategy. In the future, Saudi Arabia should explore
a differentiated development path that suits its own conditions when implementing its
AT strategy.

Key words: Artificial Intelligence; Saudi Arabia; Vision 2030; National Strategy

for Data and Artificial Intelligence

Development or Security: A Comparative Study of China and US Science and

Technology Diplomacy in the Middle East
Sun Degang & Zhong Ling

Abstract; Under the great changes unseen in a century, scientific and
technological ( S&T ) competition has become a new frontier for the strategic
competition between major powers, and the Middle East has become a new stage for
China — US scientific and technological competition. The US and China science and
technology diplomacy towards Middle Eastern countries is part of their respective
overall diplomacy, highlighting the differences between technological and political

logic. China regards S&T cooperation as a development issue, seeks to form a new
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