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The Rightward Transmutation of Israeli Labor Party’ s Social Democratic

Ideology and Its Critical Influences
Wu Shiyao

Abstract; As one of the fundamental elements of Labor Zionism, Israeli Labor
Party’ s social democratic ideology is the key thought that contributes to the founding
and survival of Israel, and is also the representative social democratic thought of the
Middle East. Due to changes in the social environment, Israeli Labor Party’ s
transformation, and the social democratic theory’ s characteristics, the ideology
presents the rightward transmutation. Israeli Labor Party’ s revisionist understanding
of socialism promotes the corresponding changes of its social democratic ideology’ s
visions, goal pursuits and practical paths, which decreases the ideology’ s left —
winged elements while increases the right — winged ones, pushing its ideological
spectrum’ s position moving continuously rightward. The ideology’s rightward
transmutation is an ideological element shaping the political and social life of Israel,
which has profoundly influenced the political pattern, social outlook, national
development and governance mode of the state. In the recent years, the rightward
trend of this doctrine has been greatly intensified, which further pushes Israeli
society to the structural rightward trend, and has a complex impact on the political
performance of the Israeli Labor Party.

Key words: party politics; Israeli Labor Party; Social Democracy; Social Democratic

Party

Israel’ s Policy towards Arab Citizens and Its Causes
Xiao Xian & Zhang Shu

Abstract; Since the establishment of Israel in 1948, the state of Israel has
implemented a policy of apparent equality and autonomy, but in essence of
discrimination and division towards the Israeli Arabs. In the perspective of
constructivist theory, Israel’ s discriminatory ethnic policies are rooted in Zionist
ideology, a thought of absolute security based on the harsh geopolitical environment,

’

and a cognitive anxiety that Israeli Arabs  threaten” the status of Jewish

domination. The exclusionary Zionist ideology not only hinders the integration of the

. 154 -



Abstracts

Arabs into the Israeli state, but also contributes to the construction of the Arabs’
own independent identity, while the poor form of geo — security perpetuates the
perception of the Arabs as a °fifth column’ in Israeli mainstream society and
prevents them from being accepted by mainstream society. The underpopulation of
Israel’ s dominant ethnic—group and the increase in the number of Arabs created an
unprecedented sense of anxiety and crisis among Israel ’ s indigenous Jewish
population, driving Israeli policy to discriminate against Arabs de facto. This policy
has marginalized Israeli Arabs from mainstream Israeli society in all political,
economic and cultural aspects, and has undermined Israeli democracy and state —
building. Only by adopting a more equitable ethnic policy can Israel achieve harmony
in Israeli ethnic relations within the reality of ethnic politics, construct a rational
national identity and achieve the stable state —building of a modern nation —state.

Key words: ethnic policy; Israeli Arabs; Jewish—Arab relations; constructivism

On the Cumulative Deterrence in Israel’ s Security Strategy
Chen Xi & Ge Tengfei

Abstract; Cumulative deterrence is an important theory in the study of Israeli
security strategy. This paper argues that the cumulative deterrence is in fact a
unification of the “punishment” and “denial”, and can be divided into “punishment
preferred” , “punishment —denial”, and “denial preferred”, depending on the degree
of emphasis placed on them. Israel’ s traditional “punishment preferred” model has
played an important role in deterring Arab states, but has not been as effective in
dealing with threats from non - state actors. After the second Intifada, Israel’ s
cumulative deterrence model shifted from “punishment preferred” to a “punishment —
denial” model, focusing on the high —value nature of defence. Overall, cumulative
deterrence enhances Israel’ s ability to deal with a wide range of pressing threats. In
the foreseeable future, it will be difficult to shift to a “denial preferred” model,
resulting from the “competitiveness” of conventional forces and Israel’ s pursuit of
absolute security. If Israel wants to achieve real and lasting security, it must
participate actively in a new round of dialogue for peace in the Middle East, while

restraining its use of military means.
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