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“whole system” “wide coverage” “quick response” and “strong synergy.” Coupled
with the political influence resulting from the “zero casualty” feature of unmanned
weapons, the weaker side’s resistance abilities based on the “offset and killing”
strategy will suffer qualitative changes, while the original gap between the two sides
will be quantitatively increased. In the event of no effective technological and political
checks and balances, the risk of the vicious evolution of asymmetric security relations
will significantly increase under the two-way paths of technological monopoly and
social transformation. Under the prospect of “marketization warfare,” lower casualty
costs will lead to a lack of constraints in power politics, the low-risk advantages will
encourage politicians to make risky decisions, and the decline of war ethics will distort
the public’s perception of asymmetric wars. The extreme means of survival adopted
by the weaker side may cause “secondary hazards” such as nuclear proliferation.
Against the backdrop of the gradual decline of the West-led arms control cooperation,
China needs to coordinate the research and development of unmanned weapons and
their application in an overall framework. At the same time, enough attention should
be given to the efforts to actively develop countermeasure technologies and play a
leading role in relevant arms control proposals.
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Waiting in the Wings: Turkish Involvement in the Second Nagorno-
Karabakh Conflict from the Perspective of Windows of Opportunity

ZENG Xianghong and WANG Haoyu

[Abstract] Turkey’s high-profile involvement in the second Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, which broke out in September 2020, epitomizes Turkey’s risky moves in the
South Caucasus. Why did Turkey choose to intervene in the conflict when faced with
multiple risks? Applying the “window of opportunity” framework to the explanation
of this phenomenon, this paper argues that Turkey’s aggressive involvement in the
second Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is inseparable from its awareness and grasp of the
“window of opportunity.” The “window of opportunity” involves factors like
emergence of “crisis events,” changes in the international situation and domestic
political mobilization. The emergence of the crisis event of the Azerbaijan-Armenia
border conflict was the catalyst for Turkey to initiate relevant actions after an overall
consideration of domestic and international factors. The international factors
considered by Turkey at that time included the implications of the game among major
powers in the South Caucasus and the power contrast between Azerbaijan and
Armenia. There were also domestic factors for the Turkish intervention: a series of
changes in its political system and elite alliances, changes in mainstream cultural
trends, and changes in its relations with the countries in conflict. These changes jointly
prompted the Turkish government to launch internal political mobilization, which
further gave legitimacy to the Turkish intervention in the second Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict and facilitated the Turkish government’s actions to seize the opportunity.
Analyzing the processes of Turkey’s waiting in the wings before and after the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict can not only rationalize its “reckless” intervention, but
also provide a deeper understanding of the “aggressive” foreign policies implemented
by the Turkish government in recent years.
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Climate Security and Hegemonic Maintenance: Global Promotion
of the US Climate Security Strategy

LI Xinlei

[Abstract] As early as the beginning of the 21st century, the potential threat of climate
change was first captured by the US military and intelligence agencies, and then
entered the US government’s security agenda. Due to the efforts made by the
Democratic administrations of Obama and Biden, the United States has formed a
relatively complete climate security strategy. With the increasing impact of climate
geopolitics on the world landscape, the United States begins to regard global
promotion of its climate security strategy as an important means to comprehensively
enhance the US military, economic, institutional and discourse hegemony in the
global process of low-carbon transformation. The Biden administration has fully
embedded the response to the climate crisis into the US domestic and foreign policies,
and spared no efforts to promote its global climate security strategy in a variety of
ways like creating consensus on the climate crisis among its allies, launching NATO’s
climate security framework, consolidating the US Army’s climate resilience and
promoting its military deployment in climate geography-sensitive areas across the
globe, expanding the US-led green technology alliance and clean energy supply chain,
enhancing its leadership of agenda setting and scientific discourse in global climate
security governance, strengthening military cooperation on dealing with global
climate risks, as well as promoting sustainable infrastructure standards in line with
climate security and human rights rules under the Indo-Pacific framework. However,
this expansion path featuring “national security first” in global climate security
participation is difficult to strike a balance between national security objectives and
human security objectives and highlights the tension between US national climate
security and global climate security. Coping with climate crisis calls for
comprehensive consideration of the rights and interests of developing countries so as
to promote a balanced, coordinated and inclusive new order of global climate security
governance based on the “development-security” concept.
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climate geopolitics, global climate security governance
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Debates on Climate Change and Security in the UN Security Council:
Convergence, Divergence and the Underlying Logic

BO Yan
[Abstract] Although the debates on climate change and security in the UN Security

Council have lasted for more than a decade, no universal resolution on climate change
and security has been reached so far. Most of the existing research literature tends to
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