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West Asia and Africa No.4  August 2022

Africa and it is a compromise product that balances the respective interests and
needs of the United States and Africa which also reflects the interests and concerns
of African countries; but in the process of policy implementation it focuses on
meeting the interests of the United States itself. It is implemented by the United
States through bilateral mechanisms with specific African countries so country —
specific policies can better reflect the United States’ essential connotation and
strategic intent of the relationship with Africa. In the era of great power competition

although both the Biden administration and the Trump administration plan the
US — Africa relationship from a strategic height due to their different strategic
visions there are also differences in the role of Africa in their respective strategic
concepts. The policy goal of the Biden administration” s pursuit of work in Africa is
not limited to dealing with the competition of major powers in the African region. It
also tries to squeeze China’s diplomatic space in Africa and weaken China’ s
“diplomatic foundation” by interfering with China’ s economic layout in Africa. This
in turn eliminates the role of Africa in China’ s international strategy. Compared with
the Trump administration the Biden administration’ s diplomacy towards Africa not
only pursues the goals of the US policy toward Africa but also conforms to the goals
of the US global strategy which makes its layout in Africa more strategic and
overall. It is also the driving force behind its transformation strategy to strengthen its
relationship with Africa. Because the Biden administration subtly embeds American
needs into African interests and merges them into the common interests of the United
States and Africa it is also easier for Africans to accept.

Key words: Biden administration; African policy; priorities; essential connotation

The Biden Administration’ s Diplomatic De — escalation towards Iran and the
Trend of US - Iran Relations
Fan Hongda

Abstract: The national power and international status of the United States as well
as changes in the international political pattern are important factors affecting the
United States’ policy towards Iran. When President Joe Biden took office in early
2021 US - Iran relations were at a very severe moment while Iran’ s relations with
China and Russia were deepening. Under the situation that the competition among
world powers is gradually intensifying the United States as the world’ s number
one power does not want to see Iran which has a prominent geostrategic position

turn to the side of its competitors. The Biden administration has been forced to adjust
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Abstracts

the previous Trump administration’ s “maximum pressure” policy on Iran. Iran

which has been subjected to severe international sanctions for a long time also has a
strong desire to improve the external development environment. Also Iran’ s great —
power balance diplomacy is also conducive to the easing and improvement of relations
with Western powers such as the United States. The Biden administration —starting
with participating in the Vienna talks to comprehensively resume the implementation
of the Iran nuclear deal has constantly made a gesture to Iran that it hopes to ease
bilateral relations which provides an opportunity for the further easing and better
development of US —Iran relations. However at the same time the United States
and Iran have confronted each other for more than 40 years. The serious psychological
gap between the two sides is difficult to disappear in a short time and the political
mutual trust between the two countries is still relatively low. This has and will greatly
restrict the speed and space for the relaxation and improvement of US — Iran relations.
Key words: US Diplomacy; Biden administration; Irari  “balance diplomacy”;

great power competition; Iran nuclear deal

Proxy Wars under Principal — Agent Bidirectional Game: A Case Study of the
Relationship between the United States and Kurdish Armed Forces in Syria

(2014 -2020)
Wen Shaobiao & Liu Zhongmin

Abstract: The use of local proxy armed forces to fight against terrorism is a
significant component of US security strategy. Therefore the Kurdish Armed Forces
have become a major helper of the US Anti — ISIL. campaign in Syria. This article
places extra emphasis on the root causes of why the Principal — Agent ( PA)

relationship between the United States and Syria Kurdish Armed Forces shifts from
close cooperation to gradual alienation. It uses the bidirectional game process of PA
theory as a framework and combines three analytical dimensions — interests

incentives and supervision to draw the following conclusions. First the rise of
ISIL in 2014 accelerated the formation of the common interests between the United
States and the Syria Kurdish Armed Forces and the United States gradually imposed
empowerment incentives to the latter for more positivity and better combat capability.

Second when the ISIL was greatly undermined the differentiation of interest
between the two got intensified. The United States started to impose decapacitation
incentives to Syria Kurdish Armed Forces to restrict its daily growing strength and

autonomy. Finally because of information asymmetry and the fragmented structure of
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