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From “Global War on Terror” to “Great Power Competition” : Trump and
the Second Transformation of U. S. Middle East Strategy After 9/11
Wang Zhen

Abstract: After 9/11 attacks, U.S. Middle East strategy underwent two major
transformations. The first strategic transformation occurred immediately after the 9/11
attacks, as the unexpected events prompted the George W. Bush Administration to
adjust U. S. Middle East strategy. Influenced by the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the core
objectives of U. S. Middle East strategy began to shift toward serving “global counter
terrorism” and regional democratic transformation, with the fight against “terrorism”
becoming the gravity of U. S. Middle East strategy. After Barack Obama took office,
in response to the economic downturn following the financial crisis and the overreach
of the global war on terror, the United States began seeking military withdrawal from
the region. However, the focus of this change was not on “great power competition”
or strategic transformation, but rather on maintaining U. S. global hegemony under
the neoliberal order. After Trump took office in 2017, the United States fundamentally
adjusted its global strategy, shifting its strategic gravity to “great power competition” .
To this end, U.S. Middle East strategy also underwent fundamental adjustments and
began to serve the so — called “great power strategic competition” , which includes
U. S. strategic  withdrawal from the region, adjustments of regional strategic
objectives, and attempts to link/integrate Middle East strategy with other regional
strategies ( South Asia, Central Asia, etc.). During Biden’s presidency, his main
policy framework has not fundamentally departed from the Trump’s regional
strategy. While people maybe more optimistic about the prospects for Trump’s
regional strategy in his second term, the challenges he faces are also more
complex. To date, the gravity of Trump’s new term Middle East strategy remains on
“great power competition,” but it has undergone several adjustments based on the
evolving circumstances. For example, on the Palestinian issue, the focus has shifted
from promoting Arab — Israeli reconciliation to supporting Israel in consolidating its
own security. On some hot —spot conflicts, its policy seeks a balance between

tactical intervention and strategic restraint. Trump’ s adjustments to U. S. Middle East
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Abstracts

strategy not only signify a fundamental shift in U. S. regional strategy since the Cold
War, but also indicate that external factors shaping the future strategic landscape of
the Middle East have undergone significant changes.

Key words: U.S. Middle East Strategy; Trump’ s diplomatic revolution; great

power competition; transformation of strategy

Trends of the Trump’s Second —term Policy towards Africa under the
Influence of Multidimensional Factors

Liu Zhongwei

Abstract; Since Trump took office, there have been new adjustments and changes
in the US policy towards Africa, which have taken place under the conditions of an
era of accelerated evolution of changes in a century. On a whole, the changes in the
world, in the United States and in Africa have nurtured, influenced and constrained
Trump’ s new policy toward Africa, and these three major changes have participated
in shaping the development trends of the White House’ s Africa policy from three
dimensions: the international environment, US domestic politics and African
factors. At the global level, the Trump Administration has launched a tariff war
against Africa, which weakened U. S. cooperation in the progressive fields with
Africa, and strengthened the competitions between major powers in Africa. At the
U. S. level, under the changes of Trump’ s return to the White House, the rise of
“isolationism” and “conservatism”, and the new cabinet’ s “businessman rule”,
the U. S. policy towards Africa has been hit by Trump, and the United States has
further closed itself to Africa and cut aid to Africa. At the African level, under the
changing situation of Africa’ s continued improvement in the world’ s political and
economic structure, the enhancement of its strategic autonomy on its own internal
development path, and the further integration and self — improvement in foreign
relations, Trump’s “2.0” term can not deeply “ignore” Africa. Looking ahead,
the U.S. policy towards Africa during Trump’s “2.07 presidency will be
characterized by strategic contraction, a shift from aid to commerce, and a strong

grasp of great power competition. Under the great changes of era, Trump’s “2.0”
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