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@ Meir M. Bar-Asher, Aryeh Kotksy, The Nusayri-Alawi Religion: An Enquiry Into Its Theology and
Liturgy, Leiden: Brill, 2002; Michael Kerr and Craig Larkin eds. , The Alawis of Syria: War,
Faith and Politics in the Levant, London: Hurst & Company 2015; Leon Goldsmith, Cycle of
Fear; Syria’s Alawites in War and Peace, London: Husrt Publishers, 2015; Stefan Winter, A
History of the ‘Alawis; From Medieval Aleppo to the Turkish Republic, Princetion; Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2016.
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@ Torstein Schiotz Worren, Fear and Resistance: The Construction of Alawi Identity in Syria, Master
Thesis in Human Geography Dept. of Sociology and Human Geography University of Oslo, 2007,
p- 39.

@ Danial Pipes, “ The Alawi Capture of Power in Syria,” Middle Eastern Studies, Vol.25, No.4,
1989, p.429.

@ Eyal Zisser, “The Alawis, Lords of Syria: From Ethnic Minority to Ruling Sect,” in Ofra Bengio
and Gabriel Ben-Dor eds. , Minorities and the State in the Arab World, Boulder; Lynne Rienner
Publishers, Inc. , 1999, p.92.
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Aslam Farouk-Alli, “The Genesis of Syria’s Alawi Community,” in Michael Kerr and Craig Larkin

eds. , The Alawis of Syria: War, Faith and Politics in the Levant, p.29.

© Valentina-Tania Duna, “Religious Minorities, Political Majorities; The Alawis in Syria and the Mar-
onites in Lebanon,” Romanian Journal of Population Studies, Vol. VI, No.2, 2012, p. 104.
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East: Implications for the United States, Santa Monica; Rand Corporation, 2018, p.74.

@ Halm Heinz, Shiism, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2004, p.157.

@ Aslam Farouk-Alli, “The Genesis of Syria’s Alawi Community,” in Michael Kerr and Craig Larkin
eds. , The Alawis of Syria: War, Faith and Politics in the Levant, p.31.

@  Aslam Farouk-Alli, “Sectarianism in Alawi Syria: Exploring the Paradoxes of Politics and Reli-
gion,” Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, Vol.34, No.3, 2014, p.211.

® Danial Pipes, The Alawi Capture of Power in Syria, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol.25, No.4,
1989, p. 435.
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gion,” Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, Vol.34, No.3, 2014, p.210.
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® Leon Goldsmith, “ ‘God Wanted Diversity’: Alawite Pluralist Ideals and their Integration into Syri-
an Society 1832 - 1973,” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol.40, No.4, 2013,
p- 396.
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1989, p.438.
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Middle Eastern Studies, Vol.31, No. 1, 1995, p.30.
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From the Brink to the Center: The Evolution of
Syrian Alawites and the Realistic Challenge

Yang Yulong

Abstract; Syrian Alawites has a variety of characteristics of belief integra-
tion, tribalism, Taqiya and centralized settlement distribution. The Western-style
education of the Evangelical Missionary movement in the 19th century awakened
the awareness of the Alawites’ integration into the mainstream Islamic world and
opened the process of integration of Alawites with Syrian society. The French man-
date system granted the Alawites internal autonomy right and realized the social e-
quality of the Alawites, the fragility of the parliamentary democracy after the es-
tablishment of the Republic and the Military intervention in politics led to the chaos
of Syria’s political development, which created a rising channel and power vacuum
for the political development of the Alawites, The Alawites officers’ class rose to
the state Power centre through the National Defence Force and the Ba’th Par-
ty. After the establishment of the Assad system, the complex contradictions in soci-
ety are transformed into the social movement of the Muslim Brotherhood, which
forms a severe challenge to the Assad system. The 2011 Syrian crisis has had an
all-out impact on the Alawites, causing a threat to group security, internal politi-
cal divisions, and a rift in sectarian relations. In the past two years, the situation
on the battlefield in Syria has been fundamentally reversed, the crisis has greatly
eased the challenge to the Alawites group, and Alawites in the future period of na-
tional reconstruction will face the urgent need to solve the issues of Alawites refu-
gees, sectarian relations, reconstruction of internal unity.

Keywords: Alawites; Syria; Ba’th Party; Muslim Brotherhood; Syria Cri-

sis

261



	·中东社会运动与政治抗争·�
	从边缘到中心：叙利亚阿拉维派的历史嬗变与现实挑战�


