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Abstracts

US Middle East Security Policy during Trump’s Second Term: Characteristics,
Objectives and Impacts

Li Yanan

Abstract; The Middle East is currently in a period of profound geopolitical
restructuring. It is characterized by a complex security landscape where the trend of
multipolar  checks —and —balances  coexists with  bloc  confrontations, and
reconciliation efforts interweaves with localized conflicts. While the development
needs of regional states have somewhat contained the outbreak of large —scale wars,
their negative expectations regarding security prospects have heightened the risks of a
regional arms race. Regional security is increasingly vulnerable and uncertain, now
standing at a strategic crossroads between the collapse of order and institutional
reconstruction. At this critical juncture, Trump’ s second term as President of the
United States will trigger fluctuations and adjustments in the US Middle East security
policy, which is the most significant external variable affecting the trajectory of the
regional security developments. In terms of policy priorities, Trump’ s second term
approach to Middle East security will focus on pivotal goals such as integrating allies,
suppressing rivals, and preventing wars. The key objectives include building a new
balance of regional power centered around Israel, using maximum pressure as a
mean to catalyze a turning point in US —Iran relations, relying on absolute strength
to reestablish effective military deterrence, and adjusting strategic positioning
towards the Middle East guided by great power competition. Regarding policy
outcomes, Trump’s highly uncertain “ transactional unilateralism” and extremely
self —interested “ America First” orientation will significantly amplify regional
security risks, accelerate the imbalance of the regional power structure, weaken the
stability of regional cooperation, and further enhance the strategic autonomy of
regional countries. This will lead to an even more intense struggle between chaos and
order in the Middle East.

Key words; US Middle East security policy; Trump; Middle East security;

Middle East regional order; great power competition
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